OVER SIXTY
RESEARCHERS

EIGHT
EU COUNTRIES

SEVENTEEN
INSTITUTIONS

FIVE
YEARS

ONE
GROUNDBREAKING
PROJECT

Understanding what it means to
speak more than one language

Speaking more than one
language
We know that speaking more than one
language can have a positive impact on
people’s lives.
Being bilingual has been associated with social,
linguistic, and cognitive benefits.
DID YOU KNOW?
According to the 2011
census, almost 380,000
people in Scotland speak a
language other than English
at home.

The Scottish government’s
1+2 language plan means
that over the next few
years, all children will start
learning two languages at
primary school.

But there are lots of other things we don’t yet
know, for example:

What factors have
the most influence
on maintaining
minority
languages like
Gaelic?
How can we best
help bilingual
people who have
suffered language
loss after a stroke?

You don’t have to be
perfect to be bilingual.
Bilingualism just means
using more than one
langauge, even if you
sometimes make mistakes.
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What happens in
our brains when
native and nonnative speakers
talk to each
other?

The AThEME project
AThEME is a major EU-funded project bringing
together world-class researchers from all over
Europe.
Together, these researchers will increase our
understanding of what it means to speak multiple
languages in Europe today.
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The knowledge
gained from
the AThEME
project will
make real and
tangible
differences to
people’s lives
all around
Europe.
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Visit the project website to find out more!
https://vre.leidenuniv.nl/vre/atheme/public
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